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Overview

The Red Sands project will be the largest standalone BESS to reach this stage
on the continent, designed to store power during off-peak hours and release it
when demand is highest—providing essential grid stability and flexibility for
South Africa’s electricity network. 

The Red Sands project will be the largest standalone BESS to reach this stage
on the continent, designed to store power during off-peak hours and release it
when demand is highest—providing essential grid stability and flexibility for
South Africa’s electricity network. 

It is a balancing act familiar to many fast-growing developing countries: how
to transition to a low-carbon economy, while providing cheap and reliable
energy for all?

 In answer, South Africa has launched a series of trailblazing green projects
designed to tap its abundance of renewable energy. 

Battery storage systems offer a solution by storing surplus energy generated
during peak production periods, releasing it when demand’s high. South Africa
is searching for solutions to achieve economic growth and a sustainable future
writes Tshwanelo Rakaibe, Senior Researcher: Energy Centre. 

Ongoing capacity shortages and load shedding have plagued South Africa for
most of the past ten years, caused by declining availability of its ageing coal
fleet. Load shedding is the deliberate stoppage of electrical power supply by
system operators as a preventive measure to maintain system. 

Energy storage has become fundamental to a reliable, resilient, and
renewable energy system. As South Africa moves towards a greener energy
future, innovative storage solutions could make the difference between
progress and paralysis. This is the view of Ezzat Sankari, Channels Business
Director. 

South Africa has reached a major milestone in its renewable energy transition,
as three cutting-edge Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) projects,
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collectively known as Oasis, progress toward implementation. These projects
are part of the nation’s inaugural Battery Energy Storage Independent Power. 

Updated 1st July 2025 – The Red Sands Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS), set to be Africa’s largest of its kind, has officially reached commercial
close. Developed by Globeleq, which is 30% owned by Norfund, in partnership
with African Rainbow Energy, the 153 MW/612 MWh project was signed off in. 
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Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://www.drugiswiatowykongrespolakow.pl
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